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LASERS FOR CLEAN AND GREEN VALUES

Craig Whalley, IT Manager for the Shire

The background

Upgrading computer networks between buildings often leads to the high cost of digging up streets to roll out fiber
cables. However, one Melbourne council is taking full advantage of laser technology to keep its offices working to
their full capacity.

Nestled on Melbourne's eastern fringe, the Shire of Yarra Ranges is home to a mixture of suburbs, townships and
rural communities. Craig Whalley, IT Manager for the Shire, says the need arose to improve a connection between
their main office and a remote site with a minimum of disruption. 'Our remote site has approximately 80 staff who
use the link for data sharing applications. After an upgrade to our corporate systems, we found the increase in data
traffic was creating severe bottlenecks in the existing Network link to the remote site' says Whalley.

The network's main function was to connect separate LANs in the two offices half a kilometer apart. Both sites were
running 100 Mbps Fast Ethernet connected via a 10 Mbps connection. 'We asked WaveRider Communication
Australia for help with the problems we were having with our network connection' says Whalley.

The Solution

WaveRider Communication Australia was able to have a new MRV 100 Mbps laser link installed and running with-
in two days.

'‘Our staff are now using more graphical and resource hungry applications. It creates a huge increase in the amount
of data traffic on the network, and we had to be able to cope with that' he says. Traditionally, installing a high
speed network between buildings meant for high costs and time delays. However, with the help of the Optical
Access TereScope™ products installed by WaveRider Communication Australia the council now has a reliable build-
ing-to-building broadband data connection at full network speed.

"With the speed we're now getting out of the network at the remote site, the staff down there feel as if they are
back up in the main office' says Whalley. Including such areas as the picturesque Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong
Ranges, the Shire has a commitment towards protecting its natural environment. With MRV proven laser technol-
ogy, the Shire was spared the costly alternative of having to lay underground cables.

As the lasers simply require a line of sight between each site to operate, they can be mounted on rooftops, the sides
of buildings, or even from behind glass windows. Once mounted, they are easily aligned and can be online in just
hours.
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